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Safety in GPPSD 
Working together to support students 
 
Grande Prairie, Alberta – Last evening, Thursday, March 28, 2018, administration at 
the Grande Prairie Composite High School was notified of a rumour alleging a threat of 
violence was planned to occur at the school.  School Administration, as is standard 
practice in the District, took the rumour very seriously and immediately notified the 
RCMP, who initiated an investigation into the rumour. Working together at the school, 
the RCMP and the school principal identified the source of the rumour later in the 
evening and at that point were able to confirm the rumour was not credible.  Given the 
late hour, Mr. Vobeyda, the school principal, shared with his staff and posted an update 
on the school’s Facebook page. At the same time, Mr. McDonald, Superintendent of 
Schools, provided updates to two local Facebook Groups. 
 
Additional communication is being issued by District schools today, and appropriate 
measures are being taken to respond to the source of the rumour.  Also, as has been 
reported this morning by local media, the RCMP have affirmed there was no truth to the 
rumour.  It is important to identify that at no point was a direct threat made towards the 
school, and with the exception of it being shared through social media, we are not 
aware of any rumours of threats being made towards any other schools.     
 
On behalf of the staff and students of the Grande Prairie Public School District, we 
would like to thank the RCMP and our school administration and staff for their excellent 
and prompt response.  Our District is very appreciative of those staff, students and 
parents who reported the rumour to the administration and to the RCMP so that it could 
be investigated promptly, rather than sharing unsubstantiated rumours via social media.  
The safety of our school communities is a primary concern for our District and by 
sharing and working together we are able to provide assurance to our community the 
rumour was unsubstantiated as soon as that fact was known. 
 



 

 
 

About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public 
School District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the 
education of over 8,300 students (Preschool to grade 12) in 18 schools. The Grande 
Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of Preschool, French 
Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and International 
Baccalaureate programs catered to students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. GPPSD believes in creating a nurturing environment where “Every Student 
Succeeds.” Visit us online at www.gppsd.ab.ca and follow GPPSD2357 on Facebook 
and Twitter. 
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